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ABSTRACT

This research project, “Networking of Criticism : Research and Development” is
aimed at identifying, compiling and analysing a compendium of networks of criticism at the
levels of individuals, groups and institutions in Thailand. It also explores and proposes model
groups that forge criticism networks most efficiently. The methodologies include surveying these
networks and analyzing their structures, body of knowledge accumulate and resultant theories,

as well as interviews and conduct of, and participation in, related activities.

The study shows that networks of criticism in Thailand are found both in the real and
virtual worlds, with varying modes of connectivity, depending on the respective artistic fields.
Direct criticism, meaning verbal and written criticism, is rare in most artistic domains, and there
appears to be none at all in Thai classical music. Nevertheless, if the forms of criticism are
flexible enough to include non-verbal criticism and related activities, networks can be found,

especially in the area of Bangkok and its vicinities rather than in the rural areas.

Networks of criticism are connected at the levels of individuals, groups and institutions.
Personal and small group networks are more effective in building up the culture of criticism of
the arts. At present, networks cut across boundaries of individual art forms and link up beyond

cultural and national frontiers.

Criticism networks may share common objectives and come into being by design, by

culture, by technology or by crisis. Apart from contributing constructively to the development
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of criticism, it must be admitted that networks can also prove to be counterproductive in

excluding those not directly involved.
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