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ABSTRACT

The research project, “13 October 2016 and the Renaissance of Thai Art”, aims to study
as to why and how the reactions of the Thai people to the passing away of King Rama IX could
bring about the flowering of Thai art, and to seek ways and means to lend permanence to this
socio-cultural force. The research results derived from the analysis of concrete data related to
literature, visual arts, theatre, music and cinema confirm the existence of a deep structure
inherent in everyday life which enables the Thai to think and to create artistically, whereby this
potential radiates centrifugally from the community level. A spontaneous expression of loyalty
to the late King, both on the part of professionals and amateurs, by way of creative works was
the result of a cohesion emanating from the King’s active part in fostering a horizontal relationship
with his people which encouraged mutual learning and creativity. Though His Majesty has
departed, that collective force remains. It is therefore desirable that the educational system, both
formal and informal, should exploit to the full those great potentials within Thai society so as to

chart a constructive direction in the development of art and culture.

Keywords: Art, deep structure, education, horizontal relationship, Rama IX
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

RESEARCH PROJECT “13 OCTOBER 2016 AND THE RENAISSANCE OF THAI ART”

The King was the foundation of the native soil, not its summit. This discovery
means more than any eulogy. When the King passed away, that foundation did not
disappear. The spire of the edifice might crumble with the passage of time, but the
more the foundation sinks, the more it deepens. The King would not perform the ritual
of parading around the city; he went out to mingle with the common people. The long
reign strengthened that horizontal relationship. If the arts were common property, if
artistic thinking and the ability to create constituted society’s deep structure, the King
was conscious of that potential. He thus supported, fostered and participated in the
creative work which he willingly shared with the people. The common folk called him
“Father”, an appellation that he gladly accepted. The legacy left by Father, in concrete
forms, in ideas and in the ideal way of life characterized by “sufficiency”, imprinted
themselves upon the minds of the people. After Father has departed, they continue
to communicate in their “father tongue” which binds them together through a
common consciousness. The arts perpetuate that common language, although Father
is no longer with them. Such a discovery is uncommon in research work. It is a

revelation of a uniting force based on a very solid foundation.

The research team is willing to admit that the original desire to undertake the
present research was motivated by an emotional reaction to the great loss and the
resultant creative phenomena, some of which spontaneously occurred during the night
of 13 October 2016. It was a sudden manifestation of a creative urge; certainly not a
“straw fire”, as we often say in Thai, but an expression of a hidden common
consciousness which constitutes the deep structure of Thai society that accounted for
a blossoming of contemporary art which continued until the royal funeral, a unifying
force in terms of thinking and creativity on the part of the artistically initiated, as well
as “amateurs”. Upon further reflection, the researchers became aware of the need for
a serious study of those potentialities inherent in Thai society, so that it will be possible

to transform what may appear as an “exception” into a “rule” which should point the
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way forward. We are not thinking only of artistic developments but also of ways and
means to charter the future course of Thai society face-to-face with world crises that
incessantly beset Thai society. The main objective of our research was conceived

under the circumstances described above.

In spite of an inevitably subjective starting point, the research team began to
collect and study objective data related to 5 artforms, namely literature, visual arts,
drama. music and cinema, and have discovered that the arts have always formed an
integral part of the daily life of the Thai people. Beginning at the community level, the
arts function in a centrifugal mode. Modern education aims to create a body of
knowledge as common property, but success can only come when due attention is
paid to the practical side of the process, whereby the formation of theoretical
knowledge is but a further step. The natural gift of adaptability has enabled the Thai
to appropriate new creative possibilities which they can learn from foreign culture,
especially from the West. Contemporary Thai art has thus been adept in merging
traditional heritage with modern modes of thinking and practising. Their efforts have in
certain artistic domains met with success in the international arena. The advent of
modern technology, especially digital technology, may have had some adverse effects
on Thai life which derives its strengths from direct human contact, but artistically
speaking, the new technologies have opened up new creative possibilities that are
quite impressive. All this tends to confirm that the Thai can rethink and innovate all
the time. Theirs is a thinking society. Furthermore, the present research team can build
upon the spadework initiated by their predecessors during the part 2 decades in
forming a body of knowledge related to “the critical culture” which can also serve as

an evaluative mechanism.

If horizontal relationship is a societal strength inherited from the past, the
success of the King in reinforcing this common consciousness can be regarded as
unique. His Majesty did not need to issue royal decrees: he simply became part of
that horizontal relationship, propped by his special interests in linking artistic creation
with community life. In this respect, the Thai state with its essentially vertical
administrative structure has a great deal to learn from the simple folk as well as from

His Majesty. The policy recommendations proposed by the present research project
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would be for the state to learn from the experience and wisdom at the community
level and to encourage individuals, groups of people and communities to exploit to
the full their inherent potentials. Members of traditional communities were wont to
learn from each other, with some attaining versatility in arts and crafts. Modern
education should espouse the principle of “mutual illumination of the arts” while
loosening itself from the rigid segregation of disciplines. Both the formal and informal
modes of learning should be supported, for the building up of a large pool of
“amateurs” is a prerequisite for the cultivation of true “professionals”. An education
intent on fostering book-learning or theoretical learning without sufficient regard to the

practical side of education runs counter to the learning culture of the Thai people.

When all is said and done, a research on the arts is in a position to convey a
significant message with wide-ranging implications regarding the development of Thai
society both at the macro and micro level. The title of the research project might at
first sight appear to be a kind of royal eulogy, but it finally turns out to be a discovery
of the deep structure of society that depends on a horizontal relationship among the
people. The Thai state has to learn from the late King Rama IX as to how leadership

can emanate from the base and not form the summit of society.
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