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 : Hubert Niogret  

 : Positif, France 

 :   : 24  2555 

 :  

===================================================================== 

Is  it  possible  for  one  to  make  a  living  by  being  a  film  critic  in  France? 

There are many types of film critics in France. You can work for general newspaper, which are very 

well-paid. or you can work for TV, or radio, or specialized film magazine. There might not be so many 

for specialized magazines today, chiefly, Cahiers du Cinema and Positif. The financial situation is 

quite different because the market for specialized magazine is very narrow - around 7.000-10,000 

readers. 

 

Still a lot! 

You can consider it quite high readership. But the other specialized magazines are also the same 

number. The economy for running a magazine is very difficult. Film critics for Cahiers du Cinema get 

paid but they have so many problems. The production cost is very high.  

 

Positif for a long time has choosen another way.  The writers will not get paid but the technical staff 

would get it.  But this is the only way for us to cut the production cost.  Even so, we still  have to co-

published the magazine with some companies or official publishers. It is the only way to get free and 

we do not own money to anybody. In this way, the  magazine is always in a good balance. We have 

freedom. We do what we want - any subjects, any films. No problem.  

 

Some years ago, one of our co-publishers - I will not tell you - was not happy with our critiques about 

the works of Alain Resnais and Godard. He said he disagreed with us and offered to write another 

article about Godard. But asked us to publish it. I told him "On behalf of my colleagues and 
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committee, you can think like that. But bye bye. We left him. And he was very surprised that we 

decided to leave the publisher. This kind of attitude is not acceptable in France.  

 

How long the magazine started this free-writing policy? 

Since the very beginning, since 1952. This year we were going to celebrate the 60th anniversary. In the 

beginning, it was started by a few people. ----- very free, intellectual.  

 

How was the readership in the beginning? 

Very few, in the beginning. Actually the magazine was not released regularly - it came out every three 

or four months. Now it becomes regularly - every month. I don't know exactly the number of 

magazines. But we has just introduced the colour pages this year in January. In the last 59 years the 

magazine always run in black and white. When we started, we published it in b/w. Until this year, we 

have a new co-publisher who introduces the colour system. And now there is an increase of readers 

because of the colour. 

 

You just mentioned that the specialized film publication is getting declined ..... 

We used to have several. But now only Cahiers du Cinema and Positif left. It is a bad sign. It means 

that film buff are decreasing - people do not think much critically about movie, but more of a 

commercial use.  

 

Do you think that part of that - either readers or writers - now they go to use internet instead? 

Yes, I agree that the Internet might be one of the cause. People nowadays want fast information. They 

do not want to read something critically but just want some information. It is something different.  

 



                                                                                      197                                                      

 

 

For Positif, we sometimes think about developing the website. But so far we use it only to introduce 

the magazine contents. We really do not publish the same article online. 

 

When did you decide to run a Positif website? 

I am not sure. Perhaps one or two years ago. It is in discussion but not in formal decision because we 

do not get paid. Everybody has a job in another place. Writing spend time. But we don't have time to 

think about it. We might think about it somedays. Most importantly, the Positif contributors come from 

traditional media. They have intellectual, unique style. Very few of them use the Internet - only the 

younger generation. The older generation who write for Positif - for example Michel Cement, don't use 

the Internet. He does not use the Internet at all. He does not know even how to use a typewriter. He is 

not interested in it. Only the younger generation. For us, we are using the Internet a lot. But a lot of 

Positif contributors come from traditional media. You also have to understand that, in Positif, we are 

quite different from Cahiers du Cinema. We have all ages of writers, all generation. Our oldest writer 

is 80 years old who writes for us for sixty years.  At the same time, the youngest is twenty-five. We 

always work like that. And we work very well. So the eighty-year-old generation has different style of 

using the Internet from those younger.  

 

What is the ration between the older and younger? 

Hard to say. We have all ages. 80, 75, 60, 50, 40, 30 and the youngest 25. Men and women. More men 

than women.     

 

But do you have problems to get a contribution from established critics? 

No, not at all. The famous ones who are paid from other magazines but not by Positif. They know the 

rules. For example, Philip Olet  who  writes  for  a  psychological  magazine.  He  was  paid  for  his  

pieces. But for pleasure he writes for Positif for free. Another one - Michel Cement is writing for 

Positif for free. But he is producing a radio program about cinema. So he is paid for that. Some of the 

writers are on the same field. 
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Will the Internet replace other media, especially print? 

You know France is an intellectual society. People love writing, reading literature, arts and etc. One of 

the oldest magazines in France about literature is also 60 years old. I don't think it will die. France and 

European countries are a special case. They are intellectual societies. I don't think it would be in that 

worst situation. I think it will stabilize. It will go on. You know in France we have a lot of movie buffs. 

People love cinema. Cinema culture is quite strong here. In Paris, we have the biggest number of 

theatre in the world. It might get decrease. But it will not die. 

 

How different between writing for traditional and online media? Is it acceptable for you or not? 

It's the same for me. Sometimes I was also asked to write for a website. And normally I also write in 

the same way. I don't write differently. The only difference is that the younger generation who writes 

for website does not have the same traditional background as the earlier generation. I think the main 

problem is the age. For young people, they don't know about old or silent films. They think cinema 

started at 70s, not before.  But perhaps the website editors might not ask the same stories as the young 

writers 
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”  “  

”  19  2556  

 5  (

)  ( /

)  ( )  ( ) 

 ( ) 

 29.  The Act of Killing ,  

, Centre for Research and Education in Arts and Media 

(CREAM), University of Westminster  (BEFF)  

 The Act of Killing  ‘  : 

’ 

( )  ( )  ( )  

 ( )  19  2556                       

 30.  “  : ” 

 “  : ”  

.    19  2556  10.30 – 13.00 .  5 

                                                                 

 31.   

 ( ) 

 7, 14, 21  28  

2556  18.00 – 21.00 .   401  4   
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 32.  " "  ( ) 

 “ ”  30 .  

.

 [ ] 

 

 

 

 


