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ABSTRACT

The research project, “13 October 2016 and the Renaissance of Thai Art”, aims to
study as to why and how the reactions of the Thai people to the passing away of King Rama
IX could bring about the flowering of Thai art, and to seek ways and means to lend
permanence to this socio-cultural force. The research results derived from the analysis of
concrete data related to literature, visual arts, theatre, music and cinema confirm the
existence of a deep structure inherent in everyday life which enables the Thai to think and to
create artistically, whereby this potential radiates centrifugally from the community level. A
spontaneous expression of loyalty to the late King, both on the part of professionals and
amateurs, by way of creative works was the result of a cohesion emanating from the King’s
active part in fostering a horizontal relationship with his people which encouraged mutual
learning and creativity. Though His Majesty has departed, that collective force remains. It is
therefore desirable that the educational system, both formal and informal, should exploit to
the full those great potentials within Thai society so as to chart a constructive direction in the

development of art and culture.

Keywords: Art, deep structure, education, horizontal relationship, Rama IX
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

RESEARCH PROJECT “13 OCTOBER 2016 AND THE RENAISSANCE OF THAI ART”

The King was the foundation of the native soil, not its summit. This discovery
means more than any eulogy. When the King passed away, that foundation did not
disappear. The spire of the edifice might crumble with the passage of time, but the
more the foundation sinks, the more it deepens. The King would not perform the
ritual of parading around the city; he went out to mingle with the common people.
The long reign strengthened that horizontal relationship. If the arts were common
property, if artistic thinking and the ability to create constituted society’s deep
structure, the King was conscious of that potential. He thus supported, fostered and
participated in the creative work which he willingly shared with the people. The
common folk called him “Father”, an appellation that he gladly accepted. The
lecacy left by Father, in concrete forms, in ideas and in the ideal way of life
characterized by “sufficiency”, imprinted themselves upon the minds of the
people. After Father has departed, they continue to communicate in their “father
tongue” which binds them together through a common consciousness. The arts
perpetuate that common language, although Father is no longer with them. Such a
discovery is uncommon in research work. It is a revelation of a uniting force based

on a very solid foundation.

The research team is willing to admit that the original desire to undertake
the present research was motivated by an emotional reaction to the great loss and
the resultant creative phenomena, some of which spontaneously occurred during
the night of 13 October 2016. It was a sudden manifestation of a creative urge;
certainly not a “straw fire”, as we often say in Thai, but an expression of a hidden
common consciousness which constitutes the deep structure of Thai society that
accounted for a blossoming of contemporary art which continued until the royal

funeral, a unifying force in terms of thinking and creativity on the part of the
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artistically initiated, as well as “amateurs”. Upon further reflection, the researchers
became aware of the need for a serious study of those potentialities inherent in
Thai society, so that it will be possible to transform what may appear as an
“exception” into a “rule” which should point the way forward. We are not thinking
only of artistic developments but also of ways and means to charter the future
course of Thai society face-to-face with world crises that incessantly beset Thai
society. The main objective of our research was conceived under the circumstances

described above.

In spite of an inevitably subjective starting point, the research team began to
collect and study objective data related to 5 artforms, namely literature, visual arts,
drama. music and cinema, and have discovered that the arts have always formed
an integral part of the daily life of the Thai people. Beginning at the community
level, the arts function in a centrifugal mode. Modern education aims to create a
body of knowledge as common property, but success can only come when due
attention is paid to the practical side of the process, whereby the formation of
theoretical knowledge is but a further step. The natural sift of adaptability has
enabled the Thai to appropriate new creative possibilities which they can learn from
foreign culture, especially from the West. Contemporary Thai art has thus been
adept in merging traditional heritage with modern modes of thinking and practising.
Their efforts have in certain artistic domains met with success in the international
arena. The advent of modern technology, especially digital technology, may have
had some adverse effects on Thai life which derives its strengths from direct human
contact, but artistically speaking, the new technologies have opened up new
creative possibilities that are quite impressive. All this tends to confirm that the Thai
can rethink and innovate all the time. Theirs is a thinking society. Furthermore, the
present research team can build upon the spadework initiated by their predecessors
during the part 2 decades in forming a body of knowledge related to “the critical

culture” which can also serve as an evaluative mechanism.
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If horizontal relationship is a societal strength inherited from the past, the
success of the King in reinforcing this common consciousness can be regarded as
unique. His Majesty did not need to issue royal decrees: he simply became part of
that horizontal relationship, propped by his special interests in linking artistic
creation with community life. In this respect, the Thai state with its essentially
vertical administrative structure has a great deal to learn from the simple folk as
well as from His Majesty. The policy recommendations proposed by the present
research project would be for the state to learn from the experience and wisdom
at the community level and to encourage individuals, groups of people and
communities to exploit to the full their inherent potentials. Members of traditional
communities were wont to learn from each other, with some attaining versatility in
arts and crafts. Modern education should espouse the principle of “mutual
illumination of the arts” while loosening itself from the rigid segregation of
disciplines. Both the formal and informal modes of learning should be supported,
for the building up of a large pool of “amateurs” is a prerequisite for the cultivation
of true “professionals”. An education intent on fostering book-learning or
theoretical learning without sufficient regard to the practical side of education runs

counter to the learning culture of the Thai people.

When all is said and done, a research on the arts is in a position to convey a
significant message with wide-ranging implications regarding the development of
Thai society both at the macro and micro level. The title of the research project
might at first sight appear to be a kind of royal eulogy, but it finally turns out to be
a discovery of the deep structure of society that depends on a horizontal
relationship among the people. The Thai state has to learn from the late King Rama
IX as to how leadership can emanate from the base and not form the summit of

society.
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el
16. | agtuieaniiumsld enuaulng 1 NuAUS 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery15/
17. | uwinldlasuassurnaulni sruauluud 8 NUATMUS 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery16/
18. | AndAnliduszuu Sanuitym eruaulvud | 15 nuaius 2562 | hitps://thestandard.co/podcast/readery17/
19. | neuusu evnasula suaulnud 22 QUATUS 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery18/
20. | wovdeswuy Stalker Tulleny srwanluud | 1wy 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery19/
21 | WDUAUYDILUTUARY BuaNlvud 8 flunmu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery20/
22. | 10 fumeuvemsdeuilenslildeatng 15 flunmu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery21/

*2 599M3%0 Readery (Reading is Sexy) anfiusienislag 19 1ssaufias Au wm dngns Aeduiesienisie “vansau
pu1ne UNIde  wiUszautgynniosian waudlidudnnn Readery Podcast lagAndass hagluzunilsdonuisiu
adungusazamAgInuesls Aowedils warmungiules wszsdeealinldedniauiuisuwlasninudn

wasTInA”
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23. | nndesdiaumine uhdudesdng A 22 fueAu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery22/
Wasulanlé enuaulviud

24. | wzwadusosdoulvawazvainvans 29 $uNAL 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery23/
gruanluud

25. | wuzihwisdelminuduavinilsde 29 fluAl 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery-
uIA Fiction special-ep2/

26. | wuzihuilsdslminuduainidsde 29 flup 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery-
1u3Im Non-fiction special-ep3/

27. | @i As fudu Yseiule snuaulad 5 luweU 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery24/

28. | Wiewmsialiila snudulvud #egls 19 WU 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery25/
Bueglidu

29. | agfivvaunaluiinmeanutila 81u 23 [UW8U 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery26/
el

30. | denedvaiu aenssy §91Tluy 1l 3 WeWAAN 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery27/
gruaulnud

31, | w@nd wavdu ol ladluna 2550uns5u 10 wewn1AY 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery28/
veosinBuundllnesiua

32. | 981339034 BTS Thnntu sruaslvud 17 wuAIAL 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery29/

33, émmﬂﬂuﬂwfquw autanluuf 24 WewAAY 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery30/

34, | pelnideldduns snuanlvud 31 wewnAY 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery31/

35. | pensnees enutauluuf 7 figuiey 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery32/

36. | 991INIAUIULUUAULA U13LOT BIULEN 14 figuney 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery33/
Tuud

37. | eneuilenedidauny oruaulnud 21 figuneu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery34/

38. | 91ueg195UIsT BulaulruA 28 {Qu1gu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery35/

39. | wevithuaai Andslasunsau enaulnud | 5 nsngiay 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery36/

40. Lmﬂiﬂfaﬁ lmil,ﬁaﬂvﬂjnmi’d ﬂ’ir]m?q Liag 12 n3nyeu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery37/
ANNBAEuINTsde 21 uniSeud iy
AATTUA 21

a1, | wilsdeindheanud inludiuanua 19 nsNQIAY 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery38/
Y0970

a2. | 9ndlerendumarassgazasii nieu 26 NSNYIAN 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery39/
Walagdouunlulifivanda

43. | Burnout 91nn15¥1191u anutanlrug 2 @A 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery40/

44. | 91ueEe IR MeyaRaIve eruaulug 9 damnAy 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery41/

a5. | epnFinusemaiiioutu sruaslvud 15 &a11AY 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery42/

46. | 10 Asfimsilunsdedumisdelisen 22 @Au 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery43/
lugadl

47. | au1n3dndu sruauluud 29 @Ay 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readerydd/

as. | 10 egraiivhldtiinrumanenniy 5 fuegeu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readeryd5/
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49. | 5 Afildannnsndulusuassanssy 12 fiugeu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readeryd6/
wnvu1anads

50. | AUSALLY ALSNIN Bnuanlrun 19 fugey 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery47/

51. | $9no@wenudese sruiaulnup 26 fusn8u 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery48/

52. | 10 Ussifundniildannsenunilede 3 fAAY 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery49/
Telufioa: sz iRdoostungsil

53, | 7 Supeuitezsilisindunndutingud 10 gaNAY 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery50/
anads

54. | spngrudeneiuaynuing sruaulvud 18 panAu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery51/

55. | ausneuasy eruauliui 25 ganAy 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery52/

56. | 10 Afildannnnserumilsde wamuine 1 weeAN1eU 2562 | https:/thestandard.co/podcast/readery53/
anunsneenwuuiledlilinnugula

57. | suidesdurenindoune srudylmd 7 WgAINNeU 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery54/

58. | 10 ﬁélfi%mﬁﬁzgﬁﬁﬂﬁmuawmmxﬁ 14 weriAngY 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery55/
ALY

59. | wilsdosedagiuayn sruauluud 21 WPINEU 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery56/

60. | BECOMING Mﬁ'ﬂﬁaﬁvaﬂd%i%ﬁﬂmgj 29 WePINNEU 2562 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery57/
manaa wazidsludgnsidudnegiaus

61. | evneruntsdeuvainimva snuaulnud 6 SUNAL 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery58/

62. | spneudenedUuousuiinla sruduluud | 13 funeu 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery59/

63. | #UD3LAN2562 20 §uAU 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery60/

64. | 10 Ua’jﬁﬂu‘mwﬂaqﬂﬂ] U89 Book Lover 25 §u1AU 2562 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery61/

65. Meaning of Life famnALsNLLes 3 UNTIAN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery62/
Tin oruaulnud

66. | nilsdond F3dnayn sruaulvud 9 UNTIAN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery63/

67. | wi-9ed wouluanuliauysal 17 un31PY 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery64/

63. | ueuldnau Hdu azie ‘Why We Sleep’ 24 1NN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery65/
vifsdeiindhennogsiiiediy
IyIFERINITUOU

69. | Global Change L%iaﬁuﬁlﬁﬂmﬁaﬁ 31 uns1Au 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery66/

70. | 910819 wne vey g o1uaubrud 6 NS 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery67/

71. | Wumadnlumenuasulule eruauluud | 14 wwieu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery68/

72, | S8 ‘WusTEw HESaiuungs 23 wgU 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery69/
WL

73. | nuenriudnln: Taadier wWaemn 1 wewnAU 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery70/
upnEaY LLaxmmwmaﬁuaﬁuwﬁqﬁ

74. | endudin anudugvg) dudinves 8 W BAAY 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery71/
30ila uar o iSuAugn

75. | wiidseglulsyifmanives New 15 wuAIAY 2563 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery72/

Normal asunilysiitlsiiilasiara
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76. | 12 ﬂgﬁﬁ'audw wAdmumnedngatu 22 WauAAY 2563 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery73/
ip

77. | 10 aa’mmiiﬁﬁ'ﬂmfﬁaﬂL%aLﬁaaaﬂLﬂmﬁU 29 WuAIAN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery74/
Book Nerd

78. | wilsdeiivaetiu Mindset Tl 5 dguiey 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery75/
pglsliliinludenou

79. | M331 MsAY Nsgnaaviu Auaush 12 Siqungu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery76/
veudnuazlatuil

80. | yla Bnstuiiniidanisau Sasadeu 19 figuiey 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery77/
AUNsId wagnnsdenleslusilan
nelu

81 | sawsnuazaumIe imﬁmguﬁﬂﬁuﬁv 26 ﬁqmau 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery 78/
wilanasweliliius e uivesyed

82. | nEAUNTIUNMITUINALADIAAENY 3 NINYIAN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery 79/
Margaret Atwood

83. | umnmg Fin Auau Fudeu uaylalv 11 AsngIAN 2563 | httpsy//thestandard.co/podcast/readery80/
Tuilodsuen

84. | vAdu AMNEU NMsEBLuUas Beddl 17 nINfIAN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery81/
sesabilasdnauile

85. | wil @dle vudn Taun: $9nuywd 4 wuu 24 n3NQIAN 2563 | https:/thestandard.co/podcast/readery82/
AIUNSNLIAITININ

86. | Daniel Silva 81useufisesfu nse 30 nINQIAU 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery83/
WInUsy

87. | waswemtsde Suntlide uazuwinauduy 6 89PN 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery84/

88. | 81w ‘oA’ Wiemuawlulawazaiu 14 @91Au 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery85/
W latin

89. | Hero’s Journey genluwelannituiie 20 dmeu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery86/
3969

90. | 1984 ’Jiiﬂ;ﬂiim‘ummiﬂizﬁ?ﬂﬂaﬂﬁgﬂ 28 dmAu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery87/
UaRulvt 2+2=5

91. | It’s Okay to Be Introvert 4 AuIgU 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery88/

92. | dululdlwaiiesiendsisniduendn 11 AU 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery89/

93. Lwﬁﬂuﬁ%mma 198908 wag Lost 18 AueNeu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery90/
Generation

94. | duAIS wuu W3AU gnes As plles 25 fugeu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery91/

95. | vhluunsauneuds lafudn veuau 9 maAY 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery92/
wuuANe drlannusnsesydied
WDuLe

96. | Tanuinlanlny wasUaadidonatian 23 panAy 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery93/

97. | l4¥ineeals Lﬁawwéﬁmqﬁu 100 U 30 sanAL 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery94,
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98. | Readery EP.95 Beloved A v"d taz 6 WeFANEY 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery95/
UVIALHAAINNTIAN

99. | AUNED ANLASINATIA LATNATILABYDY 13 wgFANeY 2563 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery96/
AUBIINAT

100. | guAn dnfun wagngy1duns nsdleding 27 WePIn1eu 2563 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery97/
Tu w.e. 2491-2500

101. uaﬂaﬂLLazLsﬁﬂawwémumam%um 4 FuAu 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery98/
Tussanssudiu

102. | aaulviosn veswulidu 3Bvhenuidnau 11 5U2MAL 2563 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery99/
laigdn

103. | wils¥osTurninnulnniien 25sainssuda 24 Sunnaw 2563 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery 100/
HouniaassdiandAgyvedlan

104. Lﬁ@ﬂﬂé’ﬂﬂﬁﬁ? Readery Podcast fife 15 unsay 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery101/
gunilidanINTosLaw!

105. | soutgymitinguiuamniusaul 22 1N3AN 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery 102/

106. | n3nniseunilideiauluguazenn T 28 1N3AN 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery 103/
\lanndu

107. | FBhunilsdelvioguiue auiianny 5 NUAMUS 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery104/
TsuuuRnvoId untlsdensuseme

108. | tondsiisnundueTndlny wazdsiils 12 QUATWUS 2564 | httpsy/thestandard.co/podcast/readery105/
\38U331NN13¥1131U Readery

109. | WHudu Ansne lestuuufiduauuen 5 flunAw 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery106/

110. | s ldiRnenidulundeans 12 flunmu 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery107/

111.| 4 Gﬂy’umauﬂé’quaﬂismﬁﬂq WioTIndiA 19 A 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery108/
Igndndidu

112. | The Shawshank Redemption fiun1dl 26 fuAl 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery109/
aumidlulan iglfiasnm

113. | Aunatlidis meluwiAavinudlaiviey 2 w1 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery110/
4 ¥l

114. | Kafka on the Shore Coming of Age 10 Wwgu 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery111/
waglanAvwiuluwuuysiendl

115. | Emotional Agility 4 Sumoulunsiviniu 24 Wwgu 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery112/
DITUAIF LD

116. LﬁuvnqﬁﬂwaiuLﬁ@@ﬂyﬁﬂ@mm§wéqﬂ 1 Weun1AY 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery113/
Uaneilu

117. | Indgyeyraudlunaus namey o 7 N wNAU 2564 https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery114/
oz liyouW

118. | Ugnuvuasuiiuguyud ddiTiniidely 15 wgun1Ax 2564 | https:/thestandard.co/podcast/readery115/
Soaan

119. | wnzdlapuiivhdsliundnaaesianlsd 22 WA 2564 | https://thestandard.co/podcast/readery116/

Tvar?
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