Moortown Diary: Ted Hughes’s Modern Georgic and Pastoral Elegy
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Abstract

Hughes’s reinvention of the georgic tradition in Moortown Diary(1979) incorporates
farming practice and hard labour in animal husbandry and the cultivation of the land which
constitute his environmental awareness. His poetry of agriculture is engaged with birth and
death, growth and decay, success and failure, the interactions between humans and animals along
the changing seasons, with the necessity of human labour and custodianship. This paper considers
Hughes’s writing process as capturing the first-hand experience of farming and investigates the fresh
capacity of free verse to follow animals and human beings’ interactions with their environments in “full
rawness and immediacy’.Reading Hughes’s poetry of farm work as a form of memorial in the
elegiac convention reveals the poet’s close and dynamic relationship with external nature
(control and appropriation of the land and other creatures) in order to remember and mourn the
deceased farming figure. | argue that Moortown farm is a mourning landscape that memorialises
the dead; Hughes represents his father-in-law, Jack Orchard’s heroic and physical labour in
working with the earth, machines, and animals. In relation to the georgic convention and pastoral
elegy, lamentation in the external environment unfolds the presence/absence of the land steward

and the strong bond with his subjects (animals and the farmland).

1ChaiyonTongsukkaeng (PhD English) is a lecturer of English at the Department of Western Languages and
Linguistics, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham University. His interests include English
and American Literature, Ecocriticism and Literature of the Environment.



Moortown Diary: suuissafiaUndnssusazunianaaswjdluunniveaingiad

TeE/Us VOIFUUATZ

ga

n3finusyn Moortown Diary (1979) feilunisadnassdauuissafalanida (Georsic) io3e

& o

WuAuaunsndnssuluusunldlagsuinieinisinessuazissulunisuadnidaueluunnd n1snan

HuRuAuen szUgnlunuissunssuasiouyuuasnuduiusve sy wdiusssuAnazdriinse

1%
a a

AINADY UNNILAINYATNITULNINTUINSAARAENITANE N1SLRULALAZLEDNARNY MADAIUNITLAL

v
(% v a

dninanuszaunadusanazdumaniiuanianuduiusve sy sdiazdniuuudanauununasnining

(%
[ Y

gan1alagenfeaugnameresdbiauaielalauadnitu unautyeiiansanseuiunisideudy

!
! ¢ = I Ao Ay o & i ¢

dhevealszaunsalnsannsinensiagAnwsluuunasuilaniiaueufduiussenitauywduas
o & | :1 a v ¢ & o \ - a = s o
dodun1syisinde MmImuauLaznIseAvIadniidsavaity Tudunaesinsanunniyaillagendy
uUUNMaTIaviewlendelneyuyl Pastoral elegy Jsazviouliiunisldiuissadadlugiugnisais
“ayaTol” wiinsuwenlaldua AU AITUE S ULUULUNTENIUYYE AUSTIUYIA (N1IAIVAN KAEN1S
U sgleviaindniwasiufurundnssy) unnigateiialiuauia oasvisn Jack Orchard) daves

Assefildou fiduwssduniala Janaivelunisndniufiu Mudsusivadedinawansliiu

ANFNTUSTERIINIsdesievIlsana vz karANugniuiuTBswvidlsuaUrdndmaiu

29.n3. Feeus 19942411 1T1ue13Ta I NS NATTINIEIRTIUANKAZNTEANART ANTNYHIANARTLATAIANANART

UWINBIRYNMIANTANN ﬁmwmu%ﬁﬁuwamm@uﬁqnqmmx@ W3 279907710 TR ALA T ARG AN



